Video Notes: America the Story of Us Episode 2 Revolution
· New York City was the gateway to North America in 1776- a city of 20,000. It was soon the battleground of the biggest land invasion in American history.
· The rebels dug in at Kip’s Bay to defend New York City.
· General George Washington commanded the Patriots and directed their defense of New York.

· Washington’s rag tag force was about to face off against the greatest and most powerful fighting force in the world.
· On June 29, 1776 there were 45 British War ships off the coast of Staten Island bearing down on New York City.

· Each ship was made with 2,000 trees and each held 64 cannons and hundreds of soldiers.

· One ship at the time cost the equivalent of a modern aircraft carrier.

· Another 350 ships were crossing the Atlantic to join in the fight.

· Instead of terrifying the Colonists (the king’s objective) the arrival of the British troops inspired them to fight.

· 50 delegates held an emergency meeting at the Second Continental Congress. They included Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams. Now they pushed for total independence from Britain. If they failed, they would be executed.

· Some didn’t believe the rebels could stand a chance. The doubters were outnumbered and the Congress ratified the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.

· Inalienable rights meant that people had rights that couldn’t be taken away from them because they were God-given rights…life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

· Now soldiers had something worth fighting for.

· On July 12, 1776 two British warships opened fire on New York City. Up until that point New York was a trading city that was divided. It had Patriots but it also had a good number of loyalists.

· Joseph Reed, Washington’s Secretary, reported 400-ships off of the coast of New York City. 32,000 British troops planned to storm into New York. There were twice as many British as Patriot soldiers and their fire power was immense. Reed was awed by the sight.

· It would be the biggest attack against New York City until September 11, 2001.

· The rebels would stand and fight. The British fought for a king and the Americans fought for their lives.

· The assault began in September 1776. In one-hour 2,500 cannon balls destroyed the rebel defenses at Kip’s Bay. 4,000 British troops stormed Manhattan.
· A British soldier had 6-times more combat experience than a rebel soldier.

· Washington watched his army collapse and they retreated along an ancient Native American path that would later be known as Broadway in New York City.

· Next, New York burned. Nobody knows who set the fire but it destroyed 25% of the city. It was now occupied and held by the British.

· More than 3,000 prisoners of war were put on floating POW ships in New York Harbor. The H.M.S. Jersey was the most notorious. 9 in 10 prisoners died. Over the course of the war 12,000 Patriots died on prison ships (3-times more than were killed in battle).

· The loss of New York was Washington’s first defeat in the Revolution.

· Washington’s only hope was way out west.

· In 1777, new soldiers with new weapons had a new conception of war.
· The British began their march from Canada down the Hudson River to end the Revolution once and for all. They were led by General John Burgoyne.

· Burgoyne pushed south along the Hudson River. His army was like a mobile city and was accompanied by 2,000 servants, wives, and mistresses. It had 200 supply wagons with 84-tons of powder and shot along with silver and porcelain for the officer’s meals.

· Burgoyne was to travel south from St. John’s in Canada to Saratoga New York. There he was to link up with the victorious British troops from New York City cutting the Colonies into two parts.

· The American frontier became the British army’s worst enemy. They created enemies wherever they went by insulting and stealing from locals.
· Now the Patriot frontiersmen fought a guerilla war.

· British Redcoats were trained for battle in open fields. Now they faced rebel sharpshooters under dense cover. Leading the sharpshooters was Daniel Morgan and his 500 riflemen.

· Burgoyne’s route took him through dense forest. Trees were cut down to block the advancing British troops. The British advance slowed to just 1-mile per day and the march turned into a 6-week nightmare.

· The sharpshooters knew the land and had American long rifles.

· The rifles were light weight with a slender barrel at least 40-inches long and fired a 50 caliber shot. The new innovation was that the barrel was spiraled or grooved to spin the shot and giving it accuracy. They Americans could shoot accurately 250-yards away.

· Morgan’s plans was first to take out the 400 Native American scouts.

· Morgan used speed, stealth, and surprise- guerilla warfare.

· As the Natives were either killed or deserted, the British no longer had any knowledge of the land.

· The rebels were re-writing the rules of the war. Now they targeted British officers near Saratoga, New York.

· The plan was now to leave the common foot soldiers leaderless. In one British regiment 11 out of 12 officers were killed.

· The tactic of assassinating officers appalled the British.

· General Simon Frasier began to rally the British troops. Daniel Morgan ordered an illiterate Irish frontiersman named Tim Murphy to kill Frasier. His first two shots missed, but he hit his mark on the third shot. This shot changed the course of the war.
· Without leadership the British lost 1,000 men (twice as many as the Patriots).

· October 17, 1777 General Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga. The Patriot victory convinced Britain’s greatest enemy, France, to join the war on the side of the Patriots.

· Now the French navy would force the British to fight on land and at sea.

· But first Washington had to survive Valley Forge.

· In freezing temperatures at Valley Forge Pennsylvania, Washington ordered his 14,000 men to build 90 huts in just 40 days, each housing at least 12 men.
· The Congress failed to supply the Continental Army because it did not have the right to tax the people and therefore did not have the money to do so.

· Somehow Washington had to hold the army together through the terrible winter and without supplies (clothing, shoes, food, etc.) Morale was low.

· Next the army began to weaken from disease. Dysentery spread through the troops and 2,000 grew sick. All they had to eat was fire cake (flour and water).

· 60% of the troops were convicts, freed slaves, and immigrants. It was a melting pot and conflict was common. Washington’s leadership was all that held them together.

· Smallpox broke out. It spread through British prison ships and victims broke out in blisters and sores. The virus killed healthy cells and produced more virus cells; 4 in 10 victims died.

· When smallpox reached Valley Forge it spread like wildfire. Washington, himself, survived smallpox as a child. Now he decided to take a gamble.

· Washington ordered surgeons to inoculate the troops by taking puss from a smallpox victims and smearing the infection into cuts on a person’s body. It spread slower in the bloodstream and gave the body time to build antibodies to the disease.

· To survive the patient’s immune system had to work faster than the virus. 1 in 50 inoculated would die.

· Washington’s gamble paid off and cases of smallpox decreased drastically.

· Washington next turned to a fighting hero to turn his army from a rag tag group into a fierce fighting machine at Valley Forge.

· Baron von Steuben was an elite German soldier who trained Washington’s men. His task was to reinvent the demoralized army so that they could win close fights against the British. He disciplined the men and made them take orders. He brought hygiene to camp and repositioned latrines and kitchens to opposite ends of camp. He organized housing according to regiments and companies. Finally, he wrote a field training manual and drilled elite fighting tactics with 100 men. Each man would then train 100 more men.
· Von Steuben also taught men how to use a bayonet, which would pay off in the battles to come.

· On Steuben also gave the American soldiers a new attitude. Soldiers left Valley Forge highly skilled fighters.

· In British occupied New York a network of spies passed intelligence. Washington led this secret army of spies himself.

· 20% of New York were loyalists and 1 in 5 women were prostitutes. Spies were everywhere.

· Robert Townsend seemed like a regular loyalist merchant but was one of Washington’s secret spies (code name Culper Jr. - which was only discovered in 1939).

· In July 1781 New York was buzzing with rumors. French warships were seen off the coast of Rhode Island and most people thought the French were planning a surprise attack on New York.

· Culper needed to get word to Washington. Spies used invisible ink made of gallic acid that could only be seen when mixed with liquid iron sulfate.

· Through a network of spies messages reached their commander.

· Washington moved troops towards New York forcing the British feet to stay put in New York Harbor.

· The French fleet sailed out of danger and would play a critical role in the next phase of the war.

· In 1781 the war had raged for 6-years. Now it all came to a head at Yorktown, Virginia.

· Washington’s army reinvented itself with sharpshooters, discipline, training, new weapons, and a vast spy network that saved the French fleet.

· What remains of the British army lay under siege in Yorktown, waiting for reinforcements and supplies.

· The war in Britain grew unpopular. Washington knew that if he could win this battle it was his chance to end the war.

· 9,000 British troops waited in Yorktown, protected by cannon redoubts surrounding the fort.

· Patriots raced 100-yards to the British line. A force of 400 broke through and stormed the British fort. The Patriots beat the Redcoats back and 2-days later the British surrendered at Yorktown and began the negotiation of peace.

·  The rebels achieved the impossible. The U.S. was the only nation to gain its independence from Great Britain in war.

· April 30, 1789 Washington was inaugurated as the first President of the United States of America under the new Constitution.

· 25,000 men lost their lives in the battle for independence but a new nation was born.
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